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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY   

1
Barking and Dagenham recognises the importance of its stock of trees to the 
health and well-being of its residents and the quality of life in the borough. 
Barking and Dagenham has an extensive stock of trees on its streets, within 

of the borough including Central Park, Eastbrookend Country Park, The Chase 
Nature Reserve and Beam Valley Parklands.

The Barking and Dagenham Parks and Open Spaces Strategy (POSS) assesses 
the quality of the borough’s tree stock in the context of a quality assessment 
of green infrastructure assets prepared for the natural capital asset register 

borough should ‘

. 

the tree canopy across London as a whole by 10% by 2050. ‘Measuring tree 
canopy cover in London: An analysis using aerial imagery’, (GLA, 2015), found 
tree and woodland cover to be approximately 20% of the total area of Greater 

cover expressed as a percentage of the borough’s total surface area.  The 

tree numbers (for individual trees and linear forms such as avenues) and in 
terms of areas for tree groups, woodlands and orchards. Percentages for tree 

might wish to consider commissioning a detailed assessment of tree canopy 
cover across the borough as a whole and for individual Wards using the i-Tree 
methodology or aerial imagery techniques.  
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of having good quality parks and open spaces across the borough which have 
been reiterated in more detail in this document. The strategy develops a 

a number of other strategies that the council has adopted. These include:

• The Borough Manifesto (2017)

• The Barking and Dagenham Growth Strategy (2013-23)

• The Barking and Dagenham Housing Strategy (2012-17)

• The Barking and Dagenham Health and Wellbeing Strategy (2015-18)

 Strategy (2005-10)

• London Plan policies 5.10: Urban Greening and 7.21: Trees &   
 Woodlands (2016)

adopted strategies.

STRATEGIC CONTEXT OF ADDITIONAL TREE PLANTING 
ACROSS BARKING AND DAGENHAM

2
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OBJECTIVE 
NUMBER

OUTCOME/
ACTION PLAN 
TARGET

ACTION TIMESCALE STRATEGIC OUTCOME STRATEGIC LINK

E1 Economic

E2 Economic

C1

C2

C3

C4

C5

N1

N2

N3

N4

N5

*Timescale: Short 1-3 years, Medium 4-6 years, Long 7-10 years
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WHY QUALITY PARKS MATTER

3
The borough of Barking and Dagenham is going to experience a period 

between now and 2037.  It is crucial then to plan ahead and develop a 
strategy for improving the quality of greenspaces to ensure Barking and 
Dagenham is considered a great place to live.

The borough currently faces some key challenges including:

• High levels of obesity and long-term illness. We need to make the 

• 

• 

• 
habitats and make the borough more resilient to any events such as ash 

borough’s parks.

While the last twenty years has seen a general increase in the quality of urban 

growth.  

The value of good quality open spaces has always been recognised by local 

of the spaces.

of having good quality greenspaces.  

Existing and future parks 
need to accommodate a 
population growth of

48% between now 
and 2037
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and buildings, quality parks are also where people work, run businesses, volunteer and gain skills.  They 

tourist economy. 

value of the ecosystem services that are delivered by parks and greenspaces.  The CNCA balance sheet 

delivered by parks is in excess of £27. 

 

of their neighbourhood.

pollutants from the atmosphere and tend to be cooler in temperature than the streets surrounding them.  

countryside.  Where greenspace occupies more than 50% of land surface, temperatures are up to 7 C 

Environmental Agency:2012)

The value of volunteering in 
Britain’s parks is as high as 
£35 million 
annually

A daily brisk walk in the park can 

reduce 
stroke and type II diabetes by 50%
(ref: Bird 2002: Green Space and our Health)

A single tree can compensate for  

kilometers a year 
in terms of carbon and nitrogen emissions

ECONOMIC BENEFITS

SOCIAL BENEFITS

ENVIRONMENTAL BENEFITS
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TREES CONTRIBUTE TO A BETTER BOROUGH

4
and the water we drink but also the world’s geology, its soils and all living things.  Natural Capital provides 
us with a range of ‘ecosystem services’ which make human life possible.  The most obvious ecosystem 
services include the food we eat, the water we drink and the plant materials we use for fuel, building 
materials and medicines. But there are many more. 

ecosystem services that are delivered by parks and greenspaces.

The CNCA balance sheet shows that when £1 is invested in parks, the return on investment is fourfold. The 

have in our urban environment.

NATURAL CAPITAL ACCOUNTING For every 

the return to communities is 
fourfold
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THE BENEFITS OF TREE PLANTING

ENVIRONMENTAL SOCIAL ECONOMIC

GENERAL BENEFITS

Reduction in crime rates

Improve habitats for birds and other wildlife

Improve mental health

Reduce windspeed

Remove airborne pollutants

Sequester carbon

Bring nature into the built environment

Assist in education

Accelerate healing

Life

Provide oxygen

on Local Authority Green Spaces, 2017)

Trees play an important role in the urban environment, they contribute to high quality greenspaces.  

• Large trees can lower carbon 
emissions by 2-3%

• Tree belts have been shown to 

• Increasing canopy cover from 15% 
to 50% reduces temperature to 
7ºC cooler 

• Tree roots can counter soil erosion
• 

water
• 1 hectare of trees can absorb 1 

tonne of carbon (equivalent to 100 
family cars)

• A single tree can produce enough 
oxygen for 10 people

• A mature oak can host up to 5,000 

that will form the basis of a healthy 

mammals

• 
and strong social return (£4 for 
every £1 invested) for the local 
community through volunteering

• 
increase performance at school for 
children

• Trees can increase the likelihood of 
undertaking exercise, decreasing 
obesity

• Trees can reduce stress and aide in 
treatment of stress related mental 
illness

• 
parks, which improves the general 
well-being of users and residents 
in the immediate vicinity

• Increase in property value  and 
local taxes near good quality parks

• 
monetary strain on NHS and leads 

• Tree canopy increase can lead 

management methods
• 

to maintain areas can lead to cost 
savings by reducing the need for 
maintenance in that area

• 
areas reduces mowing, saving on 
maintenance costs

• Trees can reduce the cost of other 

Increase property value

Sound attenuation

Shade

Improving traffic behaviours

Provide sense of place

Reduce storm water run off

Increase retail sales

Biodiversity

Cooling

Improve physical health

Give seasonal interest
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OPEN SPACE QUALITY ASSESSMENT

5
As part of the development of the Parks and Open Spaces Strategy, an 
assessment was made of the quality of Barking and Dagenham’s parks and 
open spaces. This assessment was in two parts:

i. An assessment of the quality of the borough’s parks and open spaces 
against a set of quality criteria developed in 2003. The 2017 assessment 
has allowed the borough to assess the ‘quality trend’ in respect to its 
greenspace assets between 2003 and 2017

ii. 

(NVC). This assessment formed the basis of a Natural Capital Asset 
Register for Barking and Dagenham that formed part of a Corporate 
Natural Capital Account for the borough. This included an assessment 

(poor, fair or good) was completed for each park. 

this issue.  It also highlights the approximate amount of tree coverage in 
each park.

LLLB LLLL BarBarBarBarBararBararBarBarkinkinkikinkinkinkinkinng ag ag ag aaag ag ag aandndndndndndndndndnd Daaagaaaaaaaaaaa ennnhnnnnnnnn ammm ||||||||| TrTrTTrTrTrTTTT eeee eeeeeeeeeeeee Plaaaaaaaannnntinnn ng StrStStStStStStStStS ateatatteteeatteta eet gygygygygygygyggy
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EXAMPLE
Barking park is a total of 29.8ha and has a tree coverage area of 3.91ha which is 13.1% of the park area. 

SITE TOTAL PARK AREA 
(HECTARES)

TOTAL TREE COVERAGE IN PARK CONDITION OF TREES SURVEYED ACROSS THE SITE

AREA (HECTARES) TREE COVER

1 - - -

2 -

3 -

4 -

5 - -

6 - - -

-

- -

- - - - -

10 - - - -

11 - - - - -

12 - - - - - -

13 - - - - - -
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SITE TOTAL PARK AREA 
(HECTARES)

TOTAL TREE COVERAGE IN PARK TREE CONDITION BY VEGETATION TYPE

AREA (HECTARES) TREE COVER

14 - - - - - -

15 - - -

16 - - - -

- - -

- - - - -

- -

20 - -

21 - - - - -

22 - - -

23 - -

24 - -

25 - - - - -

26 - - - - -

- - - - -

- - - -

( )

Table 5.1. 
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STRATEGIC TREE PLANTING PRIORITIES

6
tree stock. Table 5.1 describes the percentage of tree cover across 28 parks 
and open spaces sites across Barking and Dagenham and assesses the health of 
trees in 16 open space sites surveyed during the development of the Parks and 
Open Spaces Strategy and Corporate Natural Capital Account for the borough. 

outcomes:

Increasing the level of tree cover must be balanced with other strategic 

by other uses of public greenspace (e.g. formal sports uses and passive 

target for the whole of London is to increase tree canopy cover by 10% from a 
baseline of 20%. The following mixed-amenity sites (i.e. those not managed as 
natural or semi-natural greenspaces) could support a 10% increase in canopy 

Barking Park, Castle Green, Central Park, Goresbrook Park, Heath Park Open 

Park, Tantony Green,  The Leys, Valence Park.

10% to tree canopy cover for each of the sites.  

natural and semi-natural greenspace. The percentage of surface area taken 

on reserves. Several of these sites are also designated as Green Belt, and 

sub-regionally.  

An assessment of the quality of trees (both as woodland blocks and as isolated 

Findings can be summarised as follows:

• 

• 
‘isolated trees’ 

• Only a few sites across the borough have a good percentage of trees in 

Ground, Tantony Green

• 
woodland trees. Sites managed as natural or semi-natural landscape 
predominate in this category: Chase Nature Reserve, Beam Parklands, 
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SITE CASE FOR INVESTMENT POTENTIAL NEW TREE PLANTING

3

4

5

6

SITE CASE FOR INVESTMENT POTENTIAL NEW TREE PLANTING

22

23

The Corporate Natural Capital Account has established a strong link 
between the overall quality of parks and open spaces across Barking 

across the borough. Figure 6.2 illustrates the incidence of above 

poor health across the southern and eastern parts of the borough. 
In part, poor health indicators in this segment of the borough 
could be addressed by the provision of new green infrastructure in 

infrastructure investment in the following sites:

Castle Green, Central Park, Eastbrookend Country Park, Newlands 

Ecopark.

green infrastructure investment in these sites. An analysis of current 

following sites:

Farm Ecopark.

In conclusion, and based on the foregoing analysis, the sites shown 

St Chad’s Park installed 5,000 young trees at a total cost of £35,000 

can be progressed through work in partnership with third sector 

available. 

Figure 6.1. Parks quality assessment: Parks and Open Spaces Strategy 2017
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PARK MASTERPLANS

7
As part of the development of the Parks and Open Spaces Strategy, masterplans 
were developed for nine of the boroughs most important parks and open 
spaces. These masterplans were developed to give physical expression to 

environmental outcomes through high quality green infrastructure. 

• Address issues of poor tree stock quality

• Enhance the quality of town centre spaces to support economic success

• Reduce maintenance costs for greenspace 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• Sustain soil structures and the drainage capacity of green space

• 

• Sequester CO2

• Support green links and biodiversity generally

isolated trees.  For the purposes of adequately addressing the strategic 

• 
structure

• 

• Structural trees  - small trees to provide legibility and shade

• Formal trees  - large trees to provide legibility

• 
woodland areas

• 

• 

• 

While the various tree types have a primary function which characterises 
them, it should be noted that each typology of planting can address 
multiple objectives.  Where planting is proposed in close proximity to 
residential properties, the final species choice should consider shading, 
visibility, and amenity in relation to the residents as well as the primary 
function of the typology.  
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Abbey Green is a formal public open space and the principal greenspace serving Barking town centre. 

SITE POTENTIAL 
TREE PLANTING OUTCOME QUANTITY 

PROPOSED

3

1
1 1

1

1

1

2

2
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Barking Park is the borough’s most popular park and has a variety of amenity, play and sports 

boundaries, the central spine footpath and in the Edwardian landscape garden. This has been 

SITE POTENTIAL 
TREE PLANTING OUTCOME QUANTITY 

PROPOSED

20

42

N5

1

3

2

1

3

52

5

3
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SITE POTENTIAL 
TREE PLANTING OUTCOME QUANTITY 

PROPOSED

N5

50

The masterplan for Central Park proposes a major earth-forming scheme to transform the 

1 3

1

2

2

1

1

2

3

3

3
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principal footpaths. 

SITE POTENTIAL 
TREE PLANTING OUTCOME QUANTITY

1

1

1

1
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edges, on the central east-west spinal route, and on a parallel path to the north. 

The masterplan proposes the raising of a bund along the southern edge of the site to reduce 

SITE POTENTIAL 
TREE PLANTING OUTCOME QUANTITY

36

N4

1

1 1

2

2

2
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SITE POTENTIAL 
TREE PLANTING OUTCOME QUANTITY

105

33

25

1

1

1

1

3

2

2

2

3
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between the heavily planted western edge and the central area of the park. 

SITE POTENTIAL 
TREE PLANTING OUTCOME QUANTITY

N5 32

1

1

1

2

2

2

2

3

3
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has been established along the eastern edge of the park.  

SITE POTENTIAL 
TREE PLANTING OUTCOME QUANTITY

54

6

11

1

1

2

2

2

5

5

5

5
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Valence House and Park was once part of a historic estate.  Dominant features include some 

new proposed areas will enhance the visual and environmental links in the park.  A new 
orchard is proposed to the west near the cafe, and a new playground to provide enhanced 

SITE POTENTIAL 
TREE PLANTING OUTCOME QUANTITY

23

1

1

2

2

2
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BARKING AND DAGENHAM’S REMAINING SITES

8
The following eighteen sites (excluding Parsloes Park) have not been 
masterplanned as part of the Parks and Open Spaces Strategy. However, the 

Eighteen of the sites (excluding Parsloes Park) have been considered on a 

relate to the economic, social, and environmental outcomes outlined in the 
Parks and Open Spaces Strategy.

LLLB LLLL BarBarBarBarBararBararBarBarkinkinkikinkinkinkinkinng ag ag ag aaag ag ag aandndndndndndndndndnd Daaagaaaaaaaaaaa ennnhnnnnnnnn ammm ||||||||| TrTrTTrTrTrTTTT eeee eeeeeeeeeeeee Plaaaaaaaannnntinnn ng StrStStStStStStStStS ateatatteteeatteta eet gygygygygygygyggy
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unmanaged grassland with some woodland scrub areas.  In 2011, some parts of the park 

hospital site).

other parts of the site.

1

2

3

1:10000 @ A3

SITE POTENTIAL 
TREE PLANTING OUTCOME QUANTITY/

AREA

N5

0 10050 200

2

1

3
1

1
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Beam Valley Country park is part of an extensive corridor of greenspace, the site is a 
mixture of unmanaged grassland and semi-mature deciduous woodland.

entrance.  There are larger trees along the lake and river, and along the railway to the 
north.  The rest of the trees form part of a young scrubby woodland.

along the northern boundary to limit visibility of the railway.

1

SITE POTENTIAL 
TREE PLANTING OUTCOME QUANTITY

N5 22

1:10000 @ A3
0 10050 200

1
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Centre and Community School.  The site is predominantly managed grassland which is suitable 
for informal sports. There are some scrub mounds along the southern edge of the site which 

1

2

3

5

SITE POTENTIAL 
TREE PLANTING OUTCOME QUANTITY/

AREA

105

126

13

1:5000 @ A3
0 5025 100

1

2

1

3
3

5
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The trees are mostly of poor quality, both isolated trees and woodland groves. There is 
a lack of thriving mature trees on the site.  Woodland groves could be enhanced with 
replacement of poor quality trees to allow trees to thrive.

site.

strategy to increase biodiversity.  

1

1

SITE POTENTIAL 
TREE PLANTING OUTCOME QUANTITY

N5

1:10000 @ A3
0 10050 200
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Good and Fair quality mature trees on edges all around the site.

1:500 @ A3
0 5 10



LB Barking and Dagenham | Tree Planting Strategy34

orchard could be established near the eastern entrance.

SITE POTENTIAL 
TREE PLANTING OUTCOME QUANTITY

N5

10

12

1

2

3

5

3

1:5000 @ A3
0 5025 100

2

3

3

1

3

3
2

5

5
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northern end to increase biodiversity and strengthen its character.

the character of the park but needs to remain sparse enough to maintain inter-visibility 

 An orchard could be established on the northern part of the site to provide amenity and 
health value in this part of the park.

1

2

3

SITE POTENTIAL 
TREE PLANTING OUTCOME QUANTITY/

AREA

1:2000 @ A3

0 25 50

1

2

2
2

1

3
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the corners of the site are separated with a post and rail fencing.  

1

2

1
1

2

3

SITE POTENTIAL 
TREE PLANTING OUTCOME QUANTITY/

AREA

22

5

3

3

1:2000 @ A3
0 25 50
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noise. 

1
2

1

2

SITE POTENTIAL 
TREE PLANTING OUTCOME QUANTITY

5

1:2000 @ A3
0 25 50
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playground). 

1

2

SITE POTENTIAL 
TREE PLANTING OUTCOME QUANTITY/

AREA

6

5

3

1:1000 @ A3
0 105 20

1

2
2

1

1

3
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There is fair quality stock of trees along the southern edge of the park and around the lake.  They are however 
quite overgrown by dense scrub which causes inter-visibility issues.  There are poor quality trees on the 
northern corners of the site.

1:2000 @ A3
0 25 50
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1

2

3

4

5

3G/All weather pitches 

Restoration of People’s Park 

Informal play 

Re-wilding The Squatts LNR

Multi-functional park hub 

6

7

8

Cricket grounds & informal 
kickabout areas 

Wetland

Proposed Youth Zone  

9

10

New road access 

Restoration of paddling pool 

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

10

Parsloes Park - People’s Park Alive: Masterplan report 
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is divided into two parts by Reede Road.  The northern part is mostly sparse with some 

north of the road.

The southern part has a more wooded character with an overall good stock of trees. A 

of the trees is quite poor.

1

2

3

SITE POTENTIAL 
TREE PLANTING OUTCOME QUANTITY

4

N5

1:5000 @ A3
0 5025 100

1

1

2

3
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This is a small rectangular green space near Barking town centre with good quality 
parkland trees.

establish a small community orchard on the western corner of the park.

1

2

SITE POTENTIAL 
TREE PLANTING OUTCOME QUANTITY

2

1:1000 @ A3
0 105 20

1

2
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Riverside development. The site is a mixture of woodland (especially Betula pendula), 

quality trees around the edges.  

The southern part of the site is adjacent to a new housing development. This presents 

development.

of trees in the woodland area were of poor quality.  Therefore a managed remedial 
strategy to replace poor quality trees with an emphasis on biodiversity value would be 
recommended.

1:5000 @ A3
0 5025 100
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with blocks of bramble and several interconnected grass paths. The layout aims to 

Most of the site is scrub with some fair quality trees along the edge on the south-

southern boundary to screen from the railway.

1

1

SITE POTENTIAL 
TREE PLANTING OUTCOME QUANTITY

62

1:3000 @ A3
0 3015 60
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The churchyard became closed to new burials in the 1990’s and has been managed as a 
nature reserve since and it is a very unique green space for the borough.  It won a Green 
Flag Award in 2003.  

Most of the trees are situated to the north of the site, the southern part’s character is 
that of a long grassed meadow.  Some trees on the edges of the park are of Poor quality 
and overgrown by scrub. 
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Tantony Green is a small Green Square with a simple, open layout. The Green has new 
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the site.  Most of the site is occupied by grassed football and rugby pitches.

There is well established tree stock on the edges of the open space along the busy 

biodiversity-area with shrubs and scrubs exists on the south-eastern edge.

extension of the woodland area to the north.
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SUMMARY OF NEW TREE PLANTING OPPORTUNITIES ACROSS 
BARKING AND DAGENHAM’S PARKS

9
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OVERVIEW OF POTENTIAL NEW TREES
Of the borough’s 28 park sites, 27 were assessed with Parsloes Park being 

1,643 trees.  Using the same density of trees per hectare as the GLA Green 

would equal approximately 16.4 hectares of land planted, making the total 

hectares.  

total tree coverage in parks would increase to approximately 89 hectares  - an 

the borough which contribute to overall canopy cover such as street trees, 
housing spaces and private land have not been considered in this strategy.  

FUNDING
The London borough of Barking and Dagenham does not have a dedicated 

through a variety of funding sources including:

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
Trust)
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SITE WOODLAND 
PLANTING (ha)

ORCHARD 
PLANTING (ha)

BIODIVERSITY 
(ha)

FORMAL 
(No. of trees)

AVENUE 
(No. of trees)

STRUCTURAL
(No. of trees)

PARKLAND & 
BOUNDARY
(No. of trees)

MEADOW
(No. of trees)

1 - - - - 3 - -

2 - 20 42 - -

3 - - - - -

4 - - - - - - 22 -

5 - - 105 - 126 -

6 - - - 50 -

- - - - - - -

- - - - - - -

- - - - - - - -

10 - - 10 -

11 - - - - 36 - -

12 - - - - -

13 - - - 22 5 - -

14 - - - - - 5 -

15 - - - 105 33 25 -

TOTALS 0.17 203 0

Table 9.1. Summary of proposed tree strategy in Barking and Dagenham’s Parks and Open Spaces.
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SITE WOODLAND 
PLANTING (ha)

ORCHARD 
PLANTING (ha)

BIODIVERSITY 
PLANTING (ha)

FORMAL 
(No. of trees)

AVENUE 
(No. of trees)

STRUCTURAL
(No. of trees)

PARKLAND & 
BOUNDARY
(No. of trees)

MEADOW
(No. of trees)

16 - - - 6 - 5 -

- - - - 32 -

- - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - -

20 - - - - 4 -

21 - - - - - 2 -

22 - - - - - - - -

23 - - - - - - 62 -

24 - - - 54 - - 6

25 - - - - - - 5 -

26 - - - - 25 6 -

- - - - - 16 - -

- - - - 23 - -

TOTALS 0.21 0.73 0 0 123 152

WOODLAND 
PLANTING (ha)

ORCHARD 
PLANTING (ha)

BIODIVERSITY 
(ha)

FORMAL 
(No. of trees)

AVENUE 
(No. of trees)

STRUCTURAL
(No. of trees)

PARKLAND & 
BOUNDARY
(No. of trees)

MEADOW
(No. of trees)

GRAND TOTAL 7.25 3.53 0.17 770

Table 9.1.  Summary of proposed tree strategy in Barking and Dagenham’s Parks and Open Spaces.

( )
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